
STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oil, Gos & Mining

355 W. North Temple.3 Triod Cenler. Suite 350. Soll Loke Crry, UT 8i180-1203'801-538-5340

October 1, 1987

l'lr. Duayne T. Johnson
3276 South 3690 llest
Salt Lake CitY, Utah 84I?O

Dear Mr. Johnson:

son /14 Patented Tar Sands Clairns v,/ol9/oIA Grand Count

lre wislr you the trest of ]uck and

become an economical industry in the

Ncrmcn H. Bongerler. Governor
Dee C honsen, Execulive Drreclor

Dionne R Nielson, Ph.D , Division Drreclor

It is my understanding that your tar sands. mine in Grand County has been

inactive since t'ir. Merrell mined-the site in the sLrnmer of 1985 and that nc'

one is currently leasing the property. The Division will consider your mine

as exempt frc,nr the tlined Land Rectamitiorr Act at the current Jevel of
ctisturb,ance. It is not normal policy to allow for five-acre exemptionsr but I
rvilL make an exce;tion in this case isee attachecl memo ano fieLd report from

Frank Filas of mY staff).

If you should decide to reopen the mine in the futurer YoU (or the lessee)

wilL have to contact the Division and file the appropriate.forms with us' The

two-acre srnall tinu .r"tption ,,"i ,"p"aled by law's passed. in the 1986 and 1987

iiit.-f"gislative sessions. Mining and exploration operations are now

t"qrit"O"io reclaim after conclusi6n of mining irregardless of.sjze' Those

operations which disturb less tfran five acres-at any time (small mines) are

rlqrireo to file a Small Mine Notice of Intent. Those mine operations greater

tfran five acres'nirf o" permitted-anc will post a recJamation bond in prett-y

much tfie same manner as before.

liope that Utah tar sand minjng will
not too distant future.

SincereJ.y,

clj
cc: F. Fifas

T.J. Murphy
B. Merre]l

r247R/85

Lr/4
Lowell F. Braxtort
Administrator
Mineral Resource DeveloPment
and Reclaniation Program

on eqi.,ol opporlu''')' employet


